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TO HIS GRACE 


” 


THE 


be L6n5; 
i N. O man can be more ga perſuaded, 


than I am, of the anxiety which accompa- 
nies the ſtation of Chief Governor of Ireland ; | 
or more, fully ſenſible of the ſuperior difficul- 
ties, which; at this criſis; call forth the ut⸗ 
moſt . of your Grace. 


To ferent the felbetiive intereſts of the 
ſiſter-kingcoms, united under one ſovereign 
for their common ſafety, from claſhing with 
each other to give the reſtleſs minds of 
men in this country the happieſt direction, 
und diſpoſe 1 


them to mt inn, 


„ 
repreſs the licentious, and ſecure the labo- 
rious artiſt from periodical diſtreſs—are the 


great objects which require the attention of 


your Grace, at a momeut when there is no 
political arrangement in this country, how- 
ever ancient, whoſe ſtability has not ſome- 


thing to fear from that undiſtinguiſhing love 


of change, which prevails throughout a great 


2 of the kingdom. 


* a4 * _ 
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Thus s denied, your "ALY 


has a claim to more than ordinary ſupport 


from every honeſt man, and the moſt i impar- 


tial information on the means of eſtabliſhing 


public peace and induſtry. I ſhall therefore 


preſame to addreſs your Grace on a ſubſect 
of infinite concern; with all that reſpect, which 
the berievolence of ybur heart infpires.— 


The fate of the woollen and worſted manu- 


facturers of this city is a matter of ſerious 


. conſideration.——The impreſſion which their 


ſufferings, before and after the commence- 
ment of the laſt ſeffion of parliament; made 
1 every humane diſpoſition cannot yet be 


forgotten And although the licentious con- 
duc of ſom? may have rouſed univerſal indig- 


nation, I truſt the preſent peaceable deport- 
ment of :a/l will entitle thoſe miſguided men 


„ 


to the paternal care of parliament and your 
Grace, and induce the eſtabliſhment of ſuch 
proviſions in their favour, as will effectually 


prevent the future occurrence of ſimilar cala- 
mity. 


In the courſe of this Letter, it ſhall be my 
8 ſtudy to convince your Grace, that their misfor- 
tunes have ſolely ariſen from a radical error, 
committed at the period when the woollen 
manufacture was introduced into this king- 
dom in the practice of which habit has 
confirmed them, and which the wiſdom of 
parliament, with a due obſervance of the 
| policy of other nations, can alone correct. 

In vain have our makers of old and new 
© drapery /endeavoured;”for à century paſt, to 
emulate that elegance and - cheapneſs, for 

which the fabrics of the ſiſterkingdom- are 
_- fo juſtly celebrated”; and "idly do they ſtill 
indulge the pleaſing: expectation of bringing 
their manufactures to perfection, while falſe 
ideas, early contracted, lead them to purſue 
a ks of regillations that Ons ele ir 
Is 4 7 . 5 e £77 : 
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Tu error, my Lord, to ieh 1 allude, | 
vas the eſtabliſhment of the ne, manu- 


K 


facture of this country in the capital —an ex- 
periment equally repugnant to common leaſe, 
and the PRs of England. 


SokRR wude and parſimonious economy 


are the leading features which indicate health, 
in 2 community of manufacturers, whoſe 
exiſtence. greatly depends on the facility of 
procuring food and fuel on moderate terms. 
But induſtry and frugality are not to be found 


in a great commercial city where the ſeat of 
government 1s fixed, and where political diſ- 


cuſſion and combination alternatel y engage 


the meaneſt artizan in daily debauchery— 
where he eſtimates the value of his labour 


by the exorbitant price he pays for the nę- 


ceſſaries of life; and frequent examples of 


ſucceſsful fraud ſeduce his mind from honeſt 


| application by the proſpect of caſter * 
e means of Jubſience. i . 


To [eB ate will. come chew 


. 40; market under thoſe circumſtances, muſt. 
appear to be viſionary, if we conſider bow. 
great a portion of time is waſted by the lower. 
order of the people, and how frequently 
they are drawn from their induſtry by thoſe 

” nonuſements with which a * abounds. 


Lune 


E +1 


Little ingenuity or attention would be requi- 
; ſite to aſcertain the quantity of labour loſt ta 
this kingdom on every occaſion, when the 
working people are informed that a balloon 
will be liberated, a criminal brought to 
. juſtice, or ſome remarkable anniverſary ce- 
Tebrated.—1 might alſo obſerve, that a 


great part of time is ſpent in negociating 


_ their public affairs, and forming a congreſs 


| for that purpoſe, whoſe members are indem-' 
; nified for neglecting their private concerns 


by an allowance out 'of the induſtry of the 
body at large. But much Pains and ability 
would be neceſſary to convince thoſe miſ- 


guided men, that ſuch portions of time uſe- 


fully employed would enable them to reduce 
the price of their labour, bring their manu+ 
| factures cheaper to market, and render tlie 
5 kingdom flourithing and d happy. 


Tas Ful of dme, your Grace will eaſily | 


perceive, obliges the working people of this 
city to require an exorbitant price for their 


— labour, which immediately deprives them of 


a ſale for their manufactures. From this 
_ cauſe chiefly has ariſen the want of employ- 
ment, ſo frequently complained. of—a misfor- 


tune which muſt N occur as long | 
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161 © 
as the makers of old 18 new. drapery con- 

nue to reſide in the capital, where the vari- 
ous orders of working people, united in firm 
confederacy, daily combine either to raiſe or 
oppoſe. the reduction of their wages, which 
have been ſo fatally encreaſed hereby frequent 
innovations, that the rates of workmanſhip 
in this country NO longer correſpond with 
thoſe of England, the Triſb wen vers being 


paid, on ſome articles of new drapery, more, 


for a given quantity of labour, by one-half, than 


| # ens in he Aiſter-kingdom. 


Tar 3 of 7 is 7 TT aug- 
mented by a regulation eſtabliſhed among all 


dhe ſocieties of Working men in this metropo- 
- dis, equally injurious a0 its police, ,to.induſtry, 


EL 
IS ab 


and civil liberty. By this proviſion, no 
perfon will be ſuffered to apply himſelf to 
any branch of manufacture, but that to which 
e has 0 an apprenticeſhip ” although 

| | | he 


| 58 The Engliſh katute of the gth Eliz. Aich wage 

every perſon to a forfeiture of forty - ſhillings per month for 
-working at a trade to which he has not ſerved an apprentice- 
-ſhip of ſeven years, has not been adopted in this, kingdom; 

| XK; is however obſetyable f from ſeveral expoſitions of this 
bre; that the Es Courts of A woe. extremely | 

| anxious 


133 
che latter may have totally declined, and the 
flouriſhing ſtate of the former may require an 
addition of new hands. Thus it conſtantly 
| happens that the number of perſons employed 
in a particular. branch of manufacture are not 
able to ſupply the demand for labour, while 
ſeveral, diſpoſed to induſtry, are ſeen beg- 
ging in the ſtreets. Which would not be the 
. caſe, if the redundancy of hands, occaſioned 
by the decay of one ſpecies of manufacture, 
was ſuffered to fill up the deficiency created 
by the vigorous ſtate of the other. | 


EaualLy unfavourable to the profperiry 
of the woollen and worſted manufactures of 
this country, is the unneceſſary expence of 

preparing the primum of thoſe fabricks in 
the capital. Agreeably to the preſent mode 
of conducting this buſineſs, the manufacturer 
of bay yarn is under a neceſſity of riding 70 
or 80 miles 5 into the country parts of Ire- 
land, in purſuit of the raw material, which, 
when purchaſed, is brought up to the metro- 
ns to be combed, Ons neceſſary fuel for this 


anxious to encourage every claſs of „ to work 
in the country, having ſolemnly determined that for trading 
in a country village apprenticeſhips were not requiſite, 


'S$ Our principal wool-fair is annually eld in Ballynaſſoe, I 
in the county of Rofcommon. 


opera- 


10 1 


e 


| 8 diſtant. The l thus far 
prepared, is ſent into different counties. to be 


ſpun, from whence; after a conſiderable pe- 
riod, it returns to the wool-comber; loaded. with 
the unneceſſary charges of repeated land carriage; 
factorage, and the intereſt of money, which 
accumulates by this dilatory proceſs, to be 
diſpoſed of to the weaver. An expenditure, 


which might be avoided, or happily directed, 


as in England, to encourage the induſtry of 


the ſpinner, and induce her to make that ex- 


cellent yarn, to which the new drapery of 
Britain owes its ſuperiority, and without 
which the Iriſh weaver cannot work on as. 
moderate terms as the Engliſh, or produce. 
fabricks te: cnt; and durable. 


Tur PIES N ID of manifaQuie, which 
precede the operation of weaving, are the 


winding, twiſting, ſcouring and warping, of 


the yatn,' all which are executed in the ſiſter 
kingdom for wages conſiderably lower than 


what are now paid in this city, where the 
various frauds committed on the maſter, by the 
| repeated embezzlement of the material i in the vari- 


1 The fuel for chis e is brought up from Kilbenayr 


t u 1 


ble ſtages of preparation, alſo contribute to 
advance the price of Iriſh manufacture on the 
public, a practice which is unknown in Bri- 

tain, and which wilt ceaſe to exiſt here 
whenever the Tiſh weaver ſhall be encouraged 
to purchaſe the material from the ſpinner, 
and aſfured of a market for its ſale, when 
ben from the loom——la this judicious 
manner is our Paple manufacture carried on; 
and by this policy has induſtry. been firmly 


'eftabliſhed ng 0 our fellow fubjects in the 
worth | 3 


AvoTtirk fatal conſequence of contioying | 
manufactures in a great commercial city, is 
the want of ſchools, wherein the children of 
ihe working people might acquire early habits 
of induſtry. ==: this cauſe, therefore, we 
may afcribe the total neglect of female chil- 
ren in this country, while the ſiſter kingdom 
is peculiarly attentive to derive every poſſible 
advantage from their labour. —A circum- 
ſtance, which contributes in no ſmall degree, 
to render our manufactures of old and new 
Urapery dearer than Britiſh, as the workman | 
Here requires a price for his labour, ſufficient 
Hot only to ſubſiſt himſelf, allowing ſome day : 

B „„ 


ſhall be thus carried on. 


12 1 


of idleneſs, but to maintain a number of als 


dren brought up in utter indolence. 


Au here I muſt beg leave to advert to that 


5 burthen, which the revenue ſuſtains and muſt 


continue to ſuſtain while our manufactures | 
The. neceſſity of 

ſubſiſting 20,000 perſons i in the capital, who 
are employed in the making of old and new 


« drapery makes it expedient, by means of boun- 
ty, to force into it a ſufficiency of corn for 
their maintainance.- 


The premiums paid 
on ſuch a portion of chat article, as is con- 


ſumed by thoſe 20,000 perſons, operates as 


à tax on labour, and the revenue, which 


might | be removed. —The induſtry | of the far- 
mer and his cattle are loſt to the public, while 


he is tranſporting his grain to the capital and c 
Waiting there for his quantum of the bounty; | 
and, by the land carriage of ſuch corn the N 
toads are broken up, which the counties are 
heavily taxed to repair. To the ſame market 
is the grazier obliged alſo to ſend the produce 
of his land, conſiderabl: y advanced in price 

and diminiſhed in its quality, when for a great 


part of that produce he could find a demand 


at home, if the perſons above deſcribed were 
ſent to cultivate. the manufactures f in the vil- 


lage around him. 
3 


(#4 1 
Türe are the'obrioiis cauſes, your Grace” . 
will eaſily. perceive, which tend to raife* te” 
price of labour and manufactures in this « coun- 
try, which deprive us of a market for our 
woollens, and multiply the complaints of the 
working people o remove thoſe” evils. it 
will | be neceſſary to bring down” the p price of 
labour, by introducing the manufactures into 
FEY. remote from the capital—wheie food, 
fuel, and material! are cheap, and no induce- 
ments: to idleneſs are to be found. BI ju- 
diciouſly diſtributing the working people | 
through ſeveral counties of the kingdom, | 
which, ae thinly | ithabited, the fpirit of com- 
bination, now ſo prepalent among them, being 
feebly ſupported, 'will gradually die away, 
multitudes of unemployed and ſtarving many- 
facturets will no longer eroud the avenues of 
our city, * the ertfabfüinary aid of} parliament 


«OM MM: EY 


will 'be no longer neceſſary to ſupport them 
in the "Houſe of Indugtry = '% or your Grace's s 
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1 The poor in the Houfe of Induſtry on Ehe iſt February, 
1785, amounted to the alarming number of 1,621, and the 
annual” erpenditure thereof” to 10, 000l. from à great part 
of which charge, it is conceived;; the public would be re- 
lieved by the eſtabliſhment of the woollen and worſted manu- 
faQures at a diſlance fromthe capital, as ys of them, 
ETA B 2 now 


_—_ 


k 4 1 
beneficence to prevent them from wane 
5 for want of bread, SET ag 5 

Bur in forming opinions on a « bkles of 10 
great, importance, it will be neceſſary to en- 
quire. into the, policy « of other countries, and to, 
obſerve minutely the manner in which the 
woollen manufacture is carried on by the ſiſter, 
king dom, the reſult of which obſervation may 

thly. reflect much, light upon a queſtion 


warmly ng: in the lat ſeſſion. of Patlia- 
ment. 


3 -* 2 PS, ©» 
bes Fer ee 215 ö «27 1 8 


ta England, every. am} 55 old. 1 0 
drapery has not only been eſtabliſhed i in ee 
extremely diſtant | from the capital, but, dex 
tathed with cautious circum/pettion from, t the elt; 
2 hat wiſe nation early. forefow | that her ſtaple 
manufacture. « could only 2 arrive at ſuperior ex: 
cellence and come cheap 0 market, when 
thoſe employed in dhe cultivation of i 1t were 
Enabled to procure Its premium, an "the ns- | 
cellaries of life on moderate terms.—She was 
convinced that ſeuenat 1mall communes of 


Hits ere. 40 ein 4 461 1188 211. 1 1 int e 71 


5 depending en tis iahitution for geen are manufac- 
turers of old and new drapsry, who, have gone in there for 
wagt of chat employment, which would be Kut to. then 
peg prion i price-of labour; | £3 


3 © 8 


manu- 
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manufacturers, e with each other, 
could be managed with more care, than one 
immenſely large.— That a ſingle village of 
artificers would not be diſpoſed to aſſociate, 
for any purpoſe of combination, having no 
confederates in their neighbourhood. to ſup- 
port them. And that if they were, the prin- 
cCipal offenders might quietly be ſeized, and 
inſtantly puniſfred- but that in a metropolis 
hey would be induced to combine, . becauſe 
their numbers, which inſpire audacity, would 
| render i it not only impoſſibie to diſcriminate; 
but even dangerous tor the neter of | 1 
jeg he ee 1 1; 
" Finns thoſe! de e het choſe! th 
Lal Vork and Durtiam for the eſta- 
bliſhment of her manufactures. of old and 
new drapery, being remote from the ſear of. 
government, and capable of producing food, 
fuel, and material in the greateſt plenty. — 
The advantages which ſhe has derived from 
do happy an arrangement, and which muſt 
ariſe to every ,touttry, that has wiſdom 
enough to follow the See are n 5 evinc- 
os by LEEDS EN 


IC) f 1 7 


Fel cas G WO the „ uy i 0 
turer finds no political diſcuſſion, combination 


Fs — —— —Ah.üe. —— ror" 
_ * £ ” 


or idle entertainments, to allenate his mind 
from labour. By a vigorous exertion of his 
induſtry he ſoon acquires ability to commence 
a. manufacture of his own, and to purchaſe 
the raw material in the preparation of 
which all his children are conftantly engaged, 
each in a ſeveral department ſuited to his 
years Serre having a property in the wool he 
buſbands-'it witbicare, and brings it with the 
leaſt poſſible diminution through -every- flage of 
the manufacture, then tranſporting his web 
to the beſt, and neareſt i market, he diſpoſes 
of it to the higheſt bidder, and returns contents 
ed to his family with freſh material: to employ 
them.——By repeating this proceſs he gra- 
dually ſwells his little ſtock, which allows him 
to extend his trade if the demand for his ma- 
nufacture ſhould encreaſe, and prevents him 
from becoming a burthen to the public on 
every a d when the market 1 . va 
Kaese 0 bst; l e tn 8 duk. 


Ty 5 
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the 5 105 . 80 PR i a hid 
e parts of England, are in general 
bought up by agents from the capital, to 
which they are conveyed for the purpoſe of 
being dyed and finiſhed either for the home 
Sopſhueaption or ee N ü nl 
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Ix this ſimple and judicious manner, your 
Grace obſerves, the manufactures of old and 


new drapery are carried on by: the kalen, 
kingdom. 


1 Trovenr it more neceſſary io be minute 


5 in the deſcription of this proceſs, (to which : 


1 conceive her manufactures are chiefly in- 
debted for their proſperity) becauſe ſeveral 
perſons, unacquainted with the fact, have 
entertained an opinion, that the woollet fa- 
brics of England owe their perfection to the 
operation of thoſe duties which are payable 
on the importation of all foreign goods of 
the ſame ſpecies, and have therefore con- 
cluded, that equal benefits would ariſe to this 
kingdom from the adoption of a ſimilar mea- 
ſure. An inference, that would appear leſs- 
abſurd, it the preſent ſituation of the wool - 
len manufacture, in this country, corre - 
ſponded with its ſituation in the ſiſter- 
kingdom, when duties were there eftabliſhed— 
which 1 do not think any man will venture 
to aſſert, for at no period of time whatſoever 
was the woollen manufacture of England carried 
on in the capital. Whether ſuch a meaſure 
therefore would operate in this country, at 
the preſent moment, to introduce our manufac» 

tures into the internal parts thereof, and to 
| decreaſe the price of labour, or on the con- 


trary 


— — l ·² uQUU—— — 


1 


trary to fix the former for ever to the me: 


tropolis, and to augment the latter, de- 
ſerves well to be conſidered: It is very ob- 


ſervable, that Great-Britain has not been able 
to remove her manufacturers of filk from the 


feat of government fince they have obtained dutias 
for protection; —a circumſtance much lamentec 


by many ſenſible writers, one * of whom iu 
Particular obſerves, that the Spittal-field wea- 
vers have given more diſturbance to parlia- 


ment, for a century paſt, than all the other 
manufacturers of England put together. 


But that great and laſting advantages were 


ſecured to a rival kingdom, by ſo premature 
F meaſute, will fully appear from oonſidering 


that France, fortunate enough. to have eſta- 


bliſhed her filk manufacture in parts + re- 


mote from the capital, before the ener- 


tained any thoughts of protecting: duties, has 
been enabled by the cheapneſs of her provin-" 


cial labour to underſell Great. Britain in every 
foreign mart, where theif reſpective fabrics 


of this deſcription have been e to 
ale. 


6 Anderſon on Induſtry, vol. i. p. 85. e 

7 The filk manufaRtures of France are eſtabliſhed El gend 
and Tours; in the former of which places there were at one 

period 18, ooo, in the latter 8, 000 ſilk looms employed. | 


1 19 } 
1 my Lord, the improvement of her 
. ſtaple and other manufactures is not the only 


advantage which Great-Britain has derived 
from their eſtabliſhment in her ſeveral coun- 


ties. What, but the effects of this judici- ö 


ous policy, has ſwelled her population to its 
preſent amount, and enabled her, when con- 


tending with the moſt powerful ſtates of 


Europe combined againſt her, to ſend formi- 
dable armies to every quarter of the globe — 


and to raiſe for domeſtic ſecurity, a robuſt mili- 
tia, ſufficient to repel every invader ? Are not 


the capitals of England and France, ſcarcely 
diſturbed in a century by popular commotion, 
univerfally admired for their police, at a pe- 
riod, when that of Ireland is daily exhibiting 


a ſcene of idleneſs, beggary, and licentious 


fury? And is it not obvious, that this dif- 


ference reſults from the circumſtance of ma- 


nufacturers being excluded from the former, - 


while the latter is ſurchanged with- miſerable 


| beings, alternately manufacturers, mendicants 
and ruffians ?—who deprive us of the bleſ- 


ſings of civil liberty, deftroy all foreign cre- 
dit, and prevent the inhabitants of other. 
countries from adding their induſtry and 
wealth to ours by coming to reſide among us. 


Whence does it originate, that agriculture 


„„ flouriſhes 
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flouriſhes, and the landholder in thofe court- 
ties of England which are fartheſt from the 


capital, enjoys all the comforts and conve- 


niencies of life, while a great part of the 
tenantry in the ſouthern and central parts of 


Ireland, though poſſeſſed of a foil naturally 
fertile, are unconſcious of thoſe bleſſings, if 


not from the policy of providing a market for 
the induſtry of the former, by the eſtabliſh- 
ment of ſome manufacture in his neighbour- 
hood, and the neglet of ſo beneficial an ww 
e _ 2 | 

* inattention to this ſyſtem ; are fas 
counties of Ireland to this day in a ſtate of 


unreclaimed barbarity, and by a due obſerv- 


ance of it has the turbulent ſpirit of Scotland 
been civilized and. difpoſed to induſtry. In- 
ſtead of a country conſtantly exciting the moſt 
anxious apprehenſions i in the Britiſh govern- 
ment, ſhe is now become the parent of agri- 
eulture an manufacture. That ſimilar eſta- 


bliſhments in certain counties of this kingdom, 5 


where bold inſurgents are conſtantly engaged 
in violating the. laws and public tranquility, 
would produce benefits equally great cannot 
be doubted. ven the wayward temper of 
_ men affords the ſtrongeſt ground for 


ſuch 


„ 


ſuch ſanguine exppfiaions.: —Reſtlefs and 
diſcontented with their lords, they have been 
long alienated from the landed intereſt:— The 
augmentation of their rent and tythe, in pro- 
portion as the ſoil is ferulized, they conſider 
as a grievance. Manufacture free from thoſe 
di ſcouragements would eaſily gain their at- 
fections. Thus prepared to fly off from their 
dependence on the former, tis more than 
probable they would ſoon attach themſclves 
to the latter; by degrees their natures would 
be meliorated, and loſe at length thoſe Tough 
and favage manners, for which the common 
Iriſh-have been ſo long remarkable; induſ- 
try, as a ſenſible writer obſerves, being the 
firſt ſtep to civility, and the ſureſt pledge 
of domeſtic peace to government, thoſe who 
labour for their own ſubſiſtence being leaſt ” 
a 7 to invade the ee, of e 


Ix the thi of this Aibjeat we 
cannot overlook the advantages that will ariſe 
to the landed intereſt of this kingdom if the 
plan I propoſe, ſhould be thought worthy 


of adoption. The augmenting population 


and creating a demand for the produce of the 


ſoil, in thoſe parts -of the country where 
little at preſent is to be found, are not the 
IF - 1 FR ED” 5 N 5 $856 Bl | the 
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the only advantages to be derived from it. 
But as facts induce conviction ſtronger than 
ſpeculative reaſoning, I ſhall content myſelf 
with preſenting to your Grace a ſhort view of 
the bleſſings which ſuch arrangements have 
conferred on the liter-kingdom. 


* 


Berons the eſtabliſhment of manufactures 
in Aberdeen, the natural ſterility of that 
This diſtrict, 
between which and the ſouth of Scotland, 


Nature has raiſed mountains almoſt indcceſ- 


ſible, preſented to the eye for a conſiderable 
number of miles towards the north, a conti- 


nued moraſs with ſcarce a feature of vege- 


table life. The few inhabitants, whom chance 


had placed there, unconſcious of a better cli- 


mate, rented the foil at 6d. an acre; but 


no ſooner were manufactures introduced, 
and a market provided for the farmer, than 
his induſtry began to exert itſelf, By labori- 
_ ous-perſeverance thoſe marſhes were quick! 

| drained and wooded ; and to ſuch a degree 
of i improvement have they ſince arrived that 


6 and 81. an acre is now the common rent of | 
ſuch land as I have above deſcribed * The 


* The town of Aberdeen imports FE 80 868d. 
worth of wool, and manufaQtures 69,333 dozen pair of 
ſtockings —Pennant' 8 1 vols i. 2 121. 


progreſs 
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ö progreſs of the little village of Paiſley hag 
been equally rapid T. But no part of -Great- 
Britain merits our attention more than Halli- 
fax in Yorkſhire. This pariſh, now ſo famous 
for its manufacture of new drapery, is ſaid 
to have been, at a period not very. diſtant, 
ſo adverſe to the ſuſtinence of man, that 
human nature could ſcarcely exiſt there. 
With this deſcription we chearfully contraſt 
the account which Doctor Watſon has given 
of it in the year 1763, when, by accurate 
ſurvey, it was found to contain 41,221 inha- 
bitants, the ſame effects were happily dif- 
fuſed, by the introduction of the woollen 
manufacture over the whole county of York, 
which boaſts at this day not leſs than one and 
thirty great towns, where this manufac- 
ture, with all its dependent branches, is now 
cultivated with unequalled proſperity. It 
would not indeed be fair to eſtimate the po- 
5 os all . een 9 Hallifax, but 


5 The es of his village 1 3 in | leſs 
than 30 years, ſo conſiderably, that it now contains 12,000 
inhabitants, though it did not contain 4,900 before the eſta- 
bliſhment of manufactures there —The value of white 
threads annually made there amounts to 50, oool.—of lawns 
to 70;0c0l.—and of filk gauze to 60,e001,- 
Tour through Scotland, vol. ii. p. 143. 
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our aſtoniſh ment, occaſioned by the vaſt. 
wealth and power of the Britiſh empire, will 
vaniſh, When we contemplate the ſupport 
which ſhe is enabled to draw from one county 
alone, out of thoſe 40 into which England is 
divided. — Thus have manufactures been made 
in the ſiſter kingdom, by a judicious cultiva- 
tion of them, auxiliary to agriculture, ; popu- 
lation, and public tranquiliy ; objects that 
we are likely to attain by a progreſſion miſer- 

ably flow, as long as our magufactures ſhall 
| Ten in Wy eg 


1 


ſe nave bow, I fear, ppl worn on 
the patience of your Grace, nor would I treſ- 
paſs longer on your time, if the reſpect I 
entertain for a very able writer did not induce 
me. to ſtate his ſentiments to your Grace on 
the ſebjeRt of this letter. The  crouding 

manufacturers, ſays Lord Kaims, into a great 
city, particularly if the ſeat of government 
is fixed there, -produces the worſt effects; for 
in a metropolis, the populace, being duct ile, 
are ealily miſled by ambitious and deſigning 
men, who, availing. themſelves of critical 
 Umes, and acquiring artificial influence, em- 
brace ory eee to diſturb the en 


pe 


on FEE. 
peace.——Beſides, a large capital® is 4 pro- 
feſſed enemy to the free circulation of mo- 


ney——the current coin is accumulated there, 
while diſtant provinces fink into idleneſs, —— 
far, without money, the provinces cannot 


flouriſh.—Thus we find leſs and leſs activity 
in proportion commonly to the diſtance from 


the capital and an abſolute torper in the ex- 


tremities. Tis impoſſible to conceive any 
thing more applicable than many of thoſe 


obſervations are to Ireland. 


Tusk, my Lord, are my 1 on the 
preſent ſtate of our woollen and worſted ma- 
nufactures. Having endeavoured to ſtate, 
with candour, the unfavourable circumſtances 
which depreſs, and an obvious and eaſy mode 
of improving them, and of diffuſing over 
the kingdom induſtry and peace, I now 
ſubmit them with all due deference to your 
Grace's judgment, obſerving at the ſame 
time that if the facts which I have flated, 
and which eannot be denied, ſhould diſpleaſe 
any deſcription of miſguided men, or any 
forward leader, who has acquired an influ- 


ence over them injurious to the public tran- 1 


quility, I ſhall equally diſregard their calum- 
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ny and maliceConſcious that 1 have di 


Charged my duty on this occaſion as a citizen, 
an Iriſhman and a good ſubject, I have only 
to requeſt your Grace will excuſe me for 
having treſpaſſed on your patience ſo long. 


N 


And believe that J am, . | 1 8 


| + Your Grace's moſt obedient 
aud devoted ſervant, 
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